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Students 
learn:

•how to interview

•how to follow one 
research question 
and stay on track

•how to make a 
research topic 
relevant for a wider 
audience



How did we do it? 



1. Pick a larger question 
your class can (partially) 
answer with a 10-episode 
podcast series (ex. how did 
the lockdown affect various 
members of the music 
industry?) 



2. Split the 

students into 

groups (usually 

2-3 is enough) 



3. Show students a 
variety of podcast 
formats – but decide 
on one that the entire 
series will stick to



4. Write a 
general 
script 
template the 
students will 
have to stick 
to



5. Bring in a 
guest podcast 
producer to 
help them with 
audio and 
recording 
basics



6. Collectively as a 
team come up with a 
list of interesting 
people to interview 
that can help answer 
the general podcast 
question/theme



7. Get 
students to 
pick one of 
these 
people/charact
ers to focus 
on



8. Collectively work on 
possible interview 
questions with the students



9. Invite somebody 
from the topic you 
are addressing to be 
collectively 
interviewed by the 
whole class (ex. I 
had a indie pop 
musician)



10. Discuss 

what went 

right, what 

went wrong in 

this collective 

interview.



11. Send 

students to the 

field, giving 

them time for 

their 

interview(s), and 

script-writing.



12. Their final project: A full script 
and well-labeled audio, sent to the 
producer to put it all together. 



The final product: a podcast 

series! 











Some final 
tips:

• Always work as an “editorial 
team”

• in order to make a listenable 
podcast, make yourself the 
editor-in-chief/head-of-
production 

• Do work with a sound engineer 
(find funding for this!) 



And finally: 

Thank you to the Teaching Innovation Lab on campus for 
their financial support! 


